
In the spirit of harnessing positive change, the Chisholm Community Foundation foresees big 
things happening right here in our corner of the Iron Range.  We are hard at work lining up new 
projects that will help further our aspirations, and of course, part of that work requires steady 
funding. 
 
The Chisholm Community Foundation is excited to introduce our new corporate sponsorship 
tiers.  With the restructuring of our Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum designations and incen-
tives, we hope to entice participation and continued support.  These new levels of sponsorships 
will be a step forward in our commitment to create and build new corporate relationships and 
we are confident that these partnerships will help further our goals for the Foundation. 
 
We are looking for businesses or individuals to participate in our corporate partnership pro-
gram.  All office operations costs are covered by proceeds from fundraising events and corpo-
rate partner contributions.  This allows all monies contributed by investors to go directly into 
our general and/or family funds, which increases our granting capabilities.  Our Foundation 
stands as a beacon among small community foundations in our state ï and the support of our 
corporate partners and investors is what makes us successful. 
 
Businesses or individuals interested in helping the CCF meet our operational funding needs can 
become a part of our corporate partnership program by calling the CCF office at 218-254-1101 
or Mary Jo at 218-966-3223.  Sponsor Recognition Levels are listed below. 
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CCF ADVISORY 
BOARD 

 
Jen Gigliotti, Chair 
Term ends 2025 

 
Andy Zahorsky 
Vice Chair 

Term ends 2027 
 

Deb Randolph 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Term ends 2025 

 
Rita Costanzi Charter 
Terms ends 2026 

 
Tina Janezich 
Term ends 2026 

 
Amanda Pihlaja 
Term ends 2027 

 
Judi Scott 

Term ends 2026 
 

Travis Vake 
Term ends 2026 

 
Gina Vitali-Rasanen 
Term ends 2026 

 
Ron Gornick-Emeritus 

The CCFôs mission is to be a steward of funds for innovative and creative projects that are responsive to community 
and economic development in the areas of social service, education, arts and culture, conservation and historic and 

environmental preservation. 
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Greetings Fellow Investors! 
 

ñ...together we can do so much.ò 
 

With this fall season now in full swing, we are seeing an emergence in activity in our wonderful 
town of Chisholm.  From festivities to football games, concerts to mountain bike races, our peace 
bridge transitions into a bustling downtown filled with lined-up cars and a mix of both local citi-
zens and folks from out-of-town.  Two words that come to mind as I see more and more happen-
ing in our quaint, friendly town: welcoming host.  Chisholmôs central location on the Iron Range, 
mixed with its welcoming community and wonderful amenities, makes it a prime location for 
cultivating many notable events and causes.  Many will even say that Chisholm is the true 
ñheartbeat of the Range.ò 
 

Letôs paint the picture on how the Chisholm Community Foundation fits into this.  Here at the 
CCF, our board of directors takes great pride and due diligence in ensuring that our investorsô 
donations are being utilized in a way that is productive and transformative in our community.  This past year, our grant 
committee sat down to further vet and revise our grant bylaws, specifically laying out more current foundation focus areas 
for grants: 1) Arts & Culture, 2) Community Revitalization, 3) Economic Development, 4) Education, 5) Historic Preser-
vation, 6) Environmental Conservation, and 7) Public Health & Safety Initiatives. 
 

As I reflect on many of our most recent grants, I see that Chisholm is at the pinnacle of a larger story that ripples beyond 
our cityôs boarders.  Iôd like to highlight the first and last focus areas mentioned above and how they related to our grow-
ing identity as a ñwelcoming hostò of a town.  The first is Arts & Culture.  This past summer, Chisholm welcomed talent-
ed world-renowned artists and musicians who were performing for the Northern Lights Music Festival at our historic 
Chisholm High School auditorium.  During their performance tour on the Range, they stayed in Chisholm at the Senator 
David J. Tomassoni building and were able to enjoy the many local amenities of our town.  An opera singer I met this 
summer said, ñChisholm is such a charming town.  I can walk everywhere and everyone seems so friendly!ò  The North-
ern Lights Music Festival also happened to be a grant recipient of the CCF this past year.  Yet another realm of Arts & 
Culture hit the streets of Chisholm this summer: the Hollywood film industry.  Local downtown business owner and 
filmmaker, Robert Enriquez, produced a film right here in Chisholm, fostering an opportunity to allow Chisholm as not 
only the backdrop, but as the host for the film crew during their monthôs stay here.  Not only did this production bring in 
notable talent, it also featured more than a few local, familiar faces.  The Sunscreen Film Festival North had its inaugural 
debut last month right here in Chisholm, led by Enriquez and thanks to a grant proudly awarded by our foundation.  This 
grant was the first of its kind for our foundation, and we are excited to see how the arts and culture scene in our town will 
grow if we continue to support it! 
 
While Public Health & Safety Initiatives may not sound like the forefront words for community growth and expansion, 
the CCF has been able to see just how supporting these causes can continue to not only provide benefit to our local com-
munity, but also help showcase to our visitors just how forward-thinking of a community we are.  Redhead Mountain 
Bike Park hosted the statewide high school mountain bike championship last month, touting around 3,000-4,000 riders 
and families in just one weekend.  Our grant to the City of Chisholm for a specialized EMS trailer for the trails, as well 
 

(continued on page 6) 
 
On-Line Giving 
 

If you would like to donate online, you can do so to any of the three funds listed below.  Simply scan one of the 
QR codes below and you will be directed to the fund you wish to donate to. 
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CCF Chair 
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