
Remembering Paul E. Marturano        by Hannah Casey Forti 

Fall 2019 

Page 2 
   Paul E. Marturano 
 
Page 3 
   Investors 
    
Page 4 
   Investors  /  Memorials 
    
Page 5 
   2019 Grants 
    
Page 6 
   Annual Golf Outing 
    
Page 7 
    Chisholm Public School 
    Foundation 
 
Page 8 
    Holiday Wine & Cordial 
    Tasting 
    Corporate Partners 

 
********************** 

CCF ADVISORY BOARD 
 

Jeannie Quirk, Chair 
Term ends 2020 

 

Hannah Casey Forti 
Vice Chair 

Term ends 2020 
 

Karen VanBaak 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Term ends 2020 
 

Rita Charter 
Term ends 2022 

 
Jen Gigliotti 

Terms ends 2022 
 

Jay Madigan 
Term ends 2022 

 

Deb Randolph 
Term ends 2022 

 

Cindy Rice 
Term ends 2020 

 

Jessica Rice 
Term ends 2021 

 
Judi Scott 

Terms ends 2022 
 

Travis Vake 
Term ends 2022 

 
Mark Wangensteen 

Term ends 2020 
 

Ron Gornick-Emeritus 

…INSIDE THIS ISSUE... 

The passing of our leader, mentor and friend, Paul E. Marturano, 

marked the Fall season in Chisholm and at the Foundation.  A 

pillar of both our city and foundation, we remember him in this 

newsletter, but also reflect on his values and lessons so that we 

may carry them forward. 
 

When I write for this newsletter or reflect on what it means to be 

from Chisholm, I am struck by a mindset that seems to permeate 

our institutions and people.  It’s a conviction that seems to say 

—- go ahead, dream the impossible, then do it.  Let problems 

inspire solutions.  Look at your community—embrace it.  Crys-

tallize what others may call crazy ideas into reality.  Perhaps it is 

the voice of eternal optimism and resilience of our immigrant 

fore-fathers and mothers, or maybe it’s something more.  But it is a graceful optimism that 

fearlessly leads to create, do, envision, dream, give, connect and congregate. 
 

In my adult life, one soul best embodied it: Paul E. Marturano.  When Mr. Marturano and 

I first met, he wanted to show me some concerns he had with the upkeep around the Iron 

Man Memorial.  I was in the early stages of my career and community involvement as an 

“adult”.  Logically, as Mr. Marturano was in his mid-eighties, I would be tempted to say 

he was in the late stages of his career and community involvement.  However, from what I 

can tell, his passion and commitment to community never waned or wavered, but rather 

continued steadfast until the end.  I was new to the Chisholm Community Foundation.  He 

was in his last year of the 24 years that he served on the Foundation.  We met at Valen-

tini’s and he drove us to the Memorial.  “Look, this is the entrance to our great city.  We 

can do better than this.”  He wasn’t angry or bitter, rather he had observed a problem and 

was intent on fixing it.  We drove across the highway to what is now the Veterans Memo-

rial.  Mr. Marturano told me that we have many veterans from our city, but we do not have 

a memorial to commemorate them.  So he, along with other members of the American 

Legion, built one.  Now, we do have a memorial to commemorate our veterans. 
 

In the years to follow, I would see Mr. Marturano, typically with his wife, Florence, it 

seemed like everywhere in our community.  He was always smiling and always happy to 

be with others.  I would also learn more of his life.  Mr. Marturano was born in Buhl and 

married Florence Lautizi from Chisholm.  He served in the army in Germany and attended 

the Nuremberg Trials.  He spent his career dedicated to mining, advancing to various lead-

ership positions and working different locations, both locally and in Canada before perma-

nently returning with Florence to settle in Chisholm.  They are the parents to seven chil-

dren and numerous grandchildren and great-grandchildren, of whom anyone reading this 

newsletter knows at least one. 
 

Along with his family and church, Mr. Marturano found his inspiration in his community.  

He was both immersed in it with others to enjoy it and endlessly worked to improve it.  He 

committed his time to the community, including his church, Knights of Columbus, Ameri-

can Legion, the Police Commission, Recreation Department Board, Chisholm School 

Board, St. Joseph’s Church Finance Council, Chisholm Hospital to Heritage Manor Trans-

formation Committee and the Chisholm Community Foundation.  And as a member of the 

Chisholm Community Foundation, his impact was immense (continued on page 2). 



However, perhaps rivaling his commitment to and impact on the CCF, was Mr. Marturano’s pivotal role in saving and reviving 
a community landmark—Valentini’s Supper Club.  In 1999, when Valentini’s closed, from my math, Mr. Marturano would 
have been about 72.  He could have very easily blamed it on changing economies, reiterated at excess that this is a dying town, 
complained about the takeover of corporate America or preached about how the young people never return home anymore.  
However, that was not the Chisholm Mr. Marturano knew nor the one he was interested in watching it become. 

Instead, he saw and knew the importance of community space for individuals to commemorate and congregate and was deter-
mined to continue this space.  The closure for Mr. Marturano was never a dead end but a new beginning.  He worked to envi-
sion and implement its reopening.  Then, Florence and he became its staple.  Always there and always smiling as they greeted 
customers, enjoyed a cocktail, helped craft homemade food, helped with maintenance or talked with community members. 

Mr. Marturano’s impact on individuals was as significant as it was on his community.  Our longtime office manager that 
makes this Foundation possible, Mary Jo Newbauer, reflected on Paul:  “Husband.  Father.  Grandfather.  Family Man.  Kind.  
Caring.  Loving.  Supportive.  Funny.  Charismatic.  Mentor.  Community Leader.  These are just a few words that come to my 
mind when talking about Paul E. Marturano.  I’ve known Mr. Marturano since the family moved to Chisholm in 1974.  I was 
fortunate to have been able to spend time with him throughout the years and we had many meaningful conversations about 
life.  He was a mentor and father figure to me and he taught me a lot.  I will miss his bear hugs that I thought were going to 
break my ribs and him telling me that “you can always tell an Italian, but you can’t tell them much” - and always laughing 
with that sparkle in his eyes after he said it.  He was a very special man and it was an honor and privilege to know him.  Rest 
in Peace, Mr. M.  I’ll miss you.” 

Jeannie Quirk, CCF Chair, said: “Faith, family and community-minded were the words used to describe Paul at his funeral.  
The CCF was blessed to have him as a leader and active board member until recent years.  He made every effort to attend all 
events and all his family members have been a great support to the CCF.  I had the pleasure to serve on the board with Paul for 
a few years.  His passion and vision for our small town was amazing.  Our community and the CCF are better because Paul, 
along with a few others, had a vision that, at the time, seemed almost impossible.  But they persevered throughout the years 
and their effort and dedication are what’s made the CCF so successful today.  Thank you, Paul for your wisdom and service.  
We’ve got it from here and we will work hard to always make you proud.” 

Jim Vitali, longtime CCF Board Member stated: “I was saddened by the news of the passing of my good friend, Paul Mar-
turano.  Immediately I thought about all the good things he did for his family, his church and the community.  In the days that 
have passed since he left us, I have had a chance to recall all the times we worked on projects at the Chisholm Foundation.  I 
remember how Paul was always the person who kept us focused at meetings, and his wisdom and personality were valuable 
assets to the progress we made in the early years.  I could go on and on about how much the community will miss Paul, but 
everyone knows that.  May he rest in Eternal Peace and may Perpetual Light Shine Upon Him.” 

Glenn Jackola, past CCF chair and active community member recalls:  “I had been a sitting member on the Chisholm School 
Board when Paul Marturano was elected to that body.  I did not know Paul and I was informed that, as an administrator at 
Hibbing Tac, he ran a tight ship.  I have a liberal bent and was concerned that ideological differences were eminent with this 
new board member.  People call me Primo and after the first meeting, Paul said, “A Finlander called Primo can’t be all bad.”  
Paul and I developed a close friendship and mutual respect while serving on several boards together, including the CCF.  I 
always admired his energy, his integrity and commitment to every undertaking.  Paul’s legacy will have a lasting impact on me 
and the community he loved.” 

Dave Pessenda, past CCF Chair and community activist wrote to Paul:  To a friend, mentor and good man.  These are some 
memories you left with me when you left on your journey to eternal life.  You introduced me to Silent Retreat at Demontriv-
ille.  From that time, we worked at the church, Knights of Columbus and with the Finance Council.  You always had an opin-
ion and some solid advice that encouraged all of us.  Thank you.  You will be missed by many, so rest in peace, Paul, as you 
continue your journey to eternal life.” 

I never did take on finding the solution to the needed upkeep at the Ironman Memorial.  I say this now with some regret but 
also with optimism because someone did.  I have noticed that the grounds there look better maintained, certainly more of a 
quality deserving for one of our city’s entrances.  I imagine, even at 80 something, Mr. Marturano wasn’t going to wait for me 
to find the solution, but rather he found it himself.  Although I was not part of that solution, Mr. Marturano, along with our 
other community leaders, did teach me to envision the impossible, then find a way to create it, to dream of what I wanted our 
city to be and then do it and to act without fear of failure but rather with optimism for the possibility of success.  On my best 
days, I would like to think I can carry his legacy forward. 

Mr. Marturano’s legacy touches every block of our city: its parks he helped build and fund, its school he helped lead, its main 
street he helped revitalize, its care centers he helped improve, its organizations he helped nurture and continue and its endless 
people he helped mentor and lead.  The loss created by his passing is immense.  However, he would not want us to dwell on it, 
but rather to carry that spirit, optimism and grace forward.  He would fully expect us not to miss a stride and to envision our 
next project or opportunity, then realize it. 

We will all remember Mr. Marturano in our own ways.  However, amongst all his successes and accomplishments, one image 
seems to stand out:  Florence and Paul, walking side by side, smiling as though every outing was their first date.  May we all 

live our lives with such love, dedication and courage and carry his legacy forward. 

In Memory of Paul E. Marturano (cont’d)                       by Hannah Casey Forti 
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INVESTORS SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER 
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Aldrich, Rick & Lisa Side Lake 

American Bank of the North Chisholm 

Anderson, Emily & Erik Chisholm 

Antognozzi, Phyllis Buhl 

Argir, Joe &Lynette Chisholm 

Auguston, Terri Chisholm 

Baker, Marcy Fargo, ND 

Baratto, John & Joanne Hibbing 

Barker, Ralph & Roz Side Lake 

Baron, Gena Chisholm 

Bartolus, Shirley Kordish Chisholm 

Belfiori, Conrad Princeton, MN 

Benchina, Jim & Pat Chisholm 

Blanchard, Janey Chisholm 

Breakaway Girls Chisholm 

Brown Wright, Gretchen Side Lake 

Campbell, Tracy Chisholm 

CCF Board of Directors Chisholm 

Cedar, Brittany & Charles Chisholm 

Centa, Kathy & Frank Side Lake 

Charter, Rita  Hibbing 

Chisholm Area Chamber of Commerce Chisholm 

City of Chisholm Chisholm 

Class of 1973 Chisholm 

Class of 1979 Chisholm 

Cook, Sue & Steve Chisholm 

Corradi, Gloria Chisholm 

Corradi, Greg & Shelley Chisholm 

Corradi, Lynn & Terry Chisholm 

Corradi, Maria Duluth 

Devyak, Jim & Sue Chisholm 

Dragisich, Nick & Yvonne Stillwater, MN 

Eskelson, Tim & Roberta & Family Chisholm 

Fesnick, Robert & Phyllis Chisholm 

Fink, Terry Chisholm 

Gherardi Family Hibbing 

Godec, Charlene Sandpoint, ID  

Gongoll, Nancy Elk River, MN 

Gregorich, Tom & Kathy Chisholm 

Hancock, Cyndi Chisholm 

Happy Hatters Chisholm 

Iracore International Hibbing 

Jackola, Glenn & Liz Chisholm 

Janezich, Pam Chisholm 

Janezich, Robert & Gretchen Hibbing 

Jensen, Eileen Hibbing 

Jensen, Stephanie Chisholm 

Johnson, David & Jenny Champaign, IL 

Johnson, Tim & Barb Chisholm 

Jordan, Jerry & Marcia Chisholm 

Jordan, Kim & David Chisholm 

Jubilee Foods Chisholm 

Kavolich, Teeto & Gloria Chisholm 

Kerzie, Doris Chisholm 

Kish Toupin, Colleen Zumbrota, MN 

Kne, Sheila & Jon Chisholm 

Kosel, Kathleen & David Chisholm 

Koshmrl, Paula & Mike Eden Prairie, MN 

Krause, Jack & Patricia Riverside, CA 

Kuberka, Stan & Shirley Chisholm 

Laine, Art & Kathy Chisholm 

Laliberte, Judy & Pat Hibbing 

LaMusga, Peter Orr, MN 

Larson, Joanne & Steven Chisholm 

Larson, Tim & Kathy Chisholm 

Laurich, Charlotte Chisholm 

LeFeve, Peter & Vicki Grand Rapids 

Loushine, Bill Chisholm 

Macynski, Ellen & John Chisholm 

Mainerich, Wendy Chisholm 

Marturano, Paul & Florence Chisholm 

Marturano, Tom & Steph Chisholm 

Matsen, William Minnetonka, MN 

Maturi, Elsie Chisholm 

Mehle, Lois Chisholm 

Moscatelli, Jim & Bernadine Stockton, CA 

Nehiba, Cindy & Steve Mt. Iron 

Nelson, Cindi & Aaron Chisholm 

Newbauer, MJ & Richard Chisholm 

Newman, Jo Ann Hibbing 

Nosie, Hazel & Family Chisholm 

Palcich, Elanne Chisholm 

Palmquist, Dorothy Chisholm 

Pascuzzi, Tom & Janet Chisholm 

Pessenda, Dave & Sue Angora, MN 

Pessenda, Marisa Chisholm 

Petron, Mary Hibbing 

Quirk, Jeannie & Donny Chisholm 

Radotich, Charlotte & Ron Chisholm 

Range Center Chisholm 

Reini, Pam & John Hibbing 

Roche, Shannon & Shane Chisholm 

Rodean, Gertrude Webster, NY 

Rouze, Ellen Mt. Pleasant, WI 

Ruper, Mary Ann Chisholm 

Ruper, Paul & Suzi Chisholm 

Ruper, Tom & Phyllis Chisholm 

Russell, Helen Bemidji, MN 

Samsa, Ruth Chisholm 

Schowalter, Jennifer Chisholm 

Sentieri, Dionne & Paul Idaho Falls, ID 

Sertich, Joe & Nancy Chisholm 

Simons, Nancy Chisholm 

Simpson, Suzanne & Marc Bloomington, MN 

Smoltz, Richard & Barbara Side Lake 

Stanoff, Claryce Side Lake 

Starkovich Distributing Virginia 

Sterle, Lynne Chisholm 



Upcoming CCF Events 

Keyboard Liquor Friendraiser.  12th 
Annual Holiday Wine & Cordial 
Tasting.  Friday, December 6, 2019. 
Valentini’s Supper Club beginning 
at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Burger Bash.   March 2020.  Valen-
tini’s Supper Club.  Begins at 4:30 
p.m. 

 

32nd Annual Investors Dinner 
Meeting.   May, 2020.  Valentini’s 
Supper Club.  Cocktails at 5:00 p.m.
—Dinner at 6:00 p.m.  

 

25th Annual Golf Outing.  Monday, 
July  27, 2020  Mesaba Country 
Club, Hibbing.  Registration begins 
at 11:00 a.m.  Start-time—Noon 

Mark your calendars for the following events! 

4 

INVESTORS SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER MEMORIALS SINCE LAST NEWSLETTER 

Sterle, Rose Chisholm 

Stoddard, Robert Castle Rock, CO 

Strgar, Brad Chisholm 

Tolonen, Stanley  Bayport, MN 

Tom & Jerry’s Chisholm 

Tomassoni, Dick & Jane Gleason Shoreview, MN 

Vake, Travis Chisholm 

Valentini, Dionilla Chisholm 

Van Baak, Dorothy & Family Tower, MN 

Varichak, Jim & Jill Side Lake 

Vovk, Frank & Anita Hopkins, MN 

Waters, Mary Jean & Ed Chisholm 

Williams, Custer & Betty Chisholm 

Young, Mary Mounds View, MN 

Yuretich, Kim Chisholm 

Zakovich, Rich & Collette Chisholm 

Zgonc, Joann Chisholm 

Betters, Angeline Hibbing 

Bontems, Lucille Eveleth 

Brady, Mary Phoenix, AZ 

Braski, Floyd Chisholm 

Byrns, Rita Side Lake 

Carroll, Leona Chisholm 

Christianson, Anorine Virginia 

Dolinar, Anne Chisholm 

Erickson, Marvin Chisholm 

Fiorini, Betty Chisholm 

Gargano, Tim Hibbing 

Johnson, Edith Oman Urbana, IL 

Johnston, Wes Duluth 

Korpi, Ernie Chisholm 

Kruchoski, Marjorie Chisholm 

Kuberka, Tom Chisholm 

Laasko, Delores Bertnick The Villages, FL 

Lahti, Eugene Minnetonka, MN 

LaLonde, Arlyn Lady Lake, FL 

Macynski, James Side Lake 

Magoon, Suze Minneapolis  

Maki, Bob Buhl 

Marturano, Paul E. Chisholm 

Maturi, Art Chisholm 

Mehle, Joan Chisholm 

Miks, Dr. George Chisholm 

Milanovich, Ersline “Corky” Hibbing 

Mlachnik, Dennis Chisholm 

Nadeau, Steve Chisholm 

Nienas, Ardys Chisholm 

Nosie, Joe Chisholm 

Pernat, Agnes Chisholm 

Pernat, Roberta “Birdie” Hibbing 

Peterson, Marge Chisholm 

Quaal, Ron Chisholm 

Rizzio, Rose Shakopee, MN 

Ruper, Maxine Chisholm 

Sellars, Herb & Mara Dark Lake, MN 

Skoglund, Delores Chisholm 

Swantko, Kathy Grafing Commerce Township, MI 

Swendseen, Joan Edina, MN 

Tolonen, Renee Bayport, MN 

Tomassoni, Chet & Helen Chisholm 

Tupac, Jim & Elaine Sun City West, AZ 

Van Baak, Gary Tower, MN 

Zgonc, Jack Chisholm 
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The CCF awarded the school $5,000 for new starting blocks for the CHS Pool. 

 

 
Pictured above is a mural located on the side of Terry’s Barbershop which was done by Adam Swanson. 

An $8,000 grant for this mural was given to the Chisholm Downtown Revitalization Committee. 

 

 
The CCF awarded Chisholm Kids Plus $3,000 for the Annual Water Ski Show on Long Year Lake. 

(picture submitted by Paul Sajevic)  

2019 Grants  
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The Chisholm Community Foundation held its 24th annual golf tournament on July 29, 2019 at the Mesaba 

Country Club.  One hundred five golfers participated in a very chilly but fun-filled day on the Links.  A deli-

cious buffet dinner was held at Valentini’s Supper Club after the tourney.  There was a tie this year for the 

champs—the team of Jon Rice, Larry Johnson, Frank Gornick & Chuck Oman tied with the American Bank 

team that consisted of Mark Casey, Jodie Dragseth, Cindy Marturano, Jeannie Quirk & Marvin Vuicich.  

Each team had a score of 63.  Congrats to both teams! 
  

Thank you to all of our corporate partners, hole sponsors, golfers, businesses and individuals who donated 

prizes, and all the volunteers who gave their time to assist throughout the day and evening.  With your help, 

we raised almost $13,000.00.  Special thanks go out to the Chisholm Area Chamber of Commerce for con-

ducting the raffles at the event and donating the proceeds to benefit the CCF and to the City of Chisholm for 

sponsoring the lunches.  Join us next year on Monday, July 27, 2020 where we will be celebrating 25 years 

of this terrific event! 

 

 
  

Pictured is the Big Stone Therapies Golf Team – L to R:  Megan Corradi, Gail Mohs, Nick Gigliotti, Amber McNickle and Janice 

Rupp.  Thanks for your support! 

24
th

 Annual Golf Tournament 



It’s an exciting time in the Chisholm School District.  We have taken out a bond for $5 million to do much 
needed repairs across the district.  We are doing everything from a new roof at the Vaughan Steffensrud to 
new gutters at the High School.  The Elementary building has gotten the least amount of attention, but it is get-
ting a new look with windows on the west and south sides.  We are also putting some money into the beautiful 
auditorium by upgrading our sound system.  This upgrade will allow us to continue to host community events 
such as the opera. 

Our numbers are remaining stable and that helps us make good decisions about curriculum and instruction.  
We are also exploring a collaboration with Saint Louis County Schools, Mesaba East, Ely, Hibbing and Nash-
wauk/Keewatin to enhance our Career and Technology classrooms to meet the workforce needs of the area.  
It’s an exciting time to be in education with the changes in the way we do school.  Chisholm Schools were also 
awarded a grant from the IRRRB to bring new technology into the 7-12 programs.  This program will allow a 
student from anywhere to be digitally present in the classroom.  This school year the teachers are learning the 
technology and next year we will market the program. 

The Foundation has played an important part in the support of the school.  Small grants have been given to the 
school.  Items like starting blocks for the swim teams or band needs.  All of the grants have allowed the school 
to meet more of the needs of the students.  We are grateful for all of the things the Foundation does not only to 
support the school but also the community. 

The Chisholm Public School Foundation is always looking for new investors.  If you are interested, please 
send your investment to the Chisholm Community Foundation and note that you would like your donation to 
go to the Chisholm Public School Foundation.  There are no administrative costs associated with this fund so 
all of the dollars invested go directly to benefit the students. 
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2019 Bluestreak News                   by Janey Blanchard 

Yes, I want to invest in the future of Chisholm! 
 
I hereby pledge the amount of:                          Payment: 

 

$__________________________                         _____Enclosed _____Bill me as follows 

 

As an investment_____________     As a memorial for___________________________ 

 

 

Name_________________________________________________Class of___________ 
                                       (please include maiden name)                                                  (if applicable) 

 

Address_________________________________________________________________ 

 

City_________________________________________State__________Zip__________ 

 

Spouse________________________________________________Class of___________ 
                                  (please include maiden name)                                                 (if applicable) 

 

Phone__________________________E-Mail___________________________________ 

 
Please make checks payable to: Chisholm Community Foundation, 4 S.W. 3rd Avenue,  

                                                    Chisholm, MN  55719 

**Make checks payable to Chisholm Veterans Memorial Association, 4. S.W. 3rd Avenue, 

                                              Chisholm, MN  55719** 

Please check the fund(s) you would like to 

donate to: 
 

 Chisholm Community Foundation 

 Chisholm Community Foundation 

Scholarship Fund 

 Chisholm Public School Foundation 

 **Chisholm Veterans Memorial  

Association ** 

 Robert Jon Corradi Memorial Schol-

arship Fund 

 Catherine Cox Family Fund 

 Philip Falcone Family Fund 

 Rudy & Mayme Gazvoda Family 

Fund 

 Ron & Carole Gornick Family Fund 

 Knights of Columbus Scholarship 

Fund 

 Marturano Family Fund 

 NHS-Northstar Specialized Services 

Scholarship Fund 

 Dr. Ben Owens Fund 
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Keyboard Liquor Holiday Wine & Cordial Tasting 

Paul and Suzi Ruper, owners of the Keyboard Liquor Store, will be 

hosting their 12th Annual Holiday Wine & Cordial Tasting on Fri-

day, December 6, 2019 at Valentini’s Supper Club beginning at 

6:00 p.m.  Numerous wines and spirits will be available for you to 

sample.  Enjoy the music of the Ivo Trio again this year.   Cost for 

the event is $50.00 per person. 
 

Last year, approximately 100 people attended the event and sam-

pled over 50 different wines.  People were able to purchase their 

favorite wine and receive it in time for the holidays.  Valentini’s 

added their flair with an elegant buffet of hors d’oeuvres.  Paul & 

Suzi donated the proceeds from the event to the CCF ($3,200).  

CCF Advisory Board Members assisted in planning and helping with the event. Thanks so much for your support, 

Paul & Suzi! 
 

Join us in celebrating this very festive occasion!  To RSVP, call Keyboard Liquor at 218-254-7271 or the CCF office 

at 218-254-1101. Hope to see you there! 

 


