
The Chisholm Community 
Foundation sponsored its 
17th Annual Meeting and 
Dinner on Wednesday, 
July 14th at Valentini’s. 

Jim Vitali, the evening’s 
MC, kept the program 
lively with a number of 
jokes and stories to keep 
the crowd laughing. 

The Treasurer’s report, 
given by Amy 
Rice, addressed 
investment totals 
through 5/31/04.  
Our fund balance 
at that time was 
$1,079,178.  
Contributions 
from the first of 
the year through 
May 31 were 
$20,511. 

Paul Marturano 
acknowledged 
the grant recipi-
ents.  Grants 
awarded for the 2nd half of 
2003 totaled $59,752; 
grants awarded for the 1st 
half of 2004 totaled 
$29,882.  Since 1998, the 
CCF has granted approxi-
mately $280,000 to worth-
while organizations in the 
community. 

Re-elected to the CCF 
Board for another 3 year 
term were Margaret Gor-
nick, Tim Johnson and Al-
ison Perry.  Bobbie 
Pogue’s term was up this 

year, and Shelley Robin-
son was elected as a new 
board member. 

Ron Gornick gave the an-
nual review.  In 2003, 421 
memorials were given for 
a total of $26,449.  There 
were 163 sustaining in-
vestors and 34 new inves-
tors which added up to 
$68,015 for the year.  He 
acknowledged Julia Bauer 

who, at 100, is our oldest 
investor.  He also recog-
nized Phoebe Anderson, 
who for the past 7 years 
has sent a check every 
month. Ron also thanked 
our Corporate Partners for 
their support, the CCF 
Board members for their 
commitment and the nu-
merous other people who 
help us throughout the 
year. 

Judi Dutcher, President of 
the Minnesota Commu-

nity Foundation, was our 
keynote speaker.  Barbara 
Beard and Jennifer Hoff-
man, also from the MCF, 
attended as well.  Judi 
talked a bit about the 
MCF and how it func-
tions.  She praised Chis-
holm and its people.  
“How can a town of 
5,000 people boast a 
community fund with 

over $1 million in as-
sets?  It’s because of 
people like you who 
support the community 
not only through your 
time, but also through 
charitable contribu-
tions.  It’s the collec-
tive spirit and generos-
ity of the people of 
Chisholm that make 
this community what it 
is today,” said Dutcher. 

Jaye Olson acknowl-
edged the Range Center 
and the School District 
for their support by par-
ticipating in payroll de-
duction plans.  Bobbie 
Pogue was presented with 
a plaque honoring her 
commitment to the CCF 
and her community in-
volvement. 

A special donation of 
$2,560 was presented by 
Jerry Samsa from the 
Class of 1954 honoring 
their deceased class-
mates. 
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Thanks to our 900 plus investors 
in the CCF, which includes 34 
new investors and 163 sustaining 
members.  Yes, we are doing 
well, but we can do better. 

Seventeen years ago, the CCF 
became a reality at the All Class 
Reunion in 1987.  Since our first 
class graduated from CHS, over 
8,000 have crossed the thresh-
old.  800 alumni of 8,000 is only 
10%.  We can do better, don’t 
you agree? 

Please consider a new or addi-
tional investment in 2004.  You 
may give an outright investment 
or perhaps a memorial to par-
ents, children, friends or recog-
nize a special occasion. 

Memorials have become an im-
portant facet of your Foundation.  
A family fund may be set up for 

specific grants.  Properties, 
stocks, bonds, and insurance 
policies may also be considered 
in estate planning.  Our original 
mission statement was “giving 
back to our schools and commu-
nity what our schools and com-
munity have given us.”  Think 
about this...have you? 

The CCF is one of the most ac-
tive and respected foundations 
under the umbrella of the Min-
nesota Community Foundation.  
You can be proud of your Foun-
dation.  I may be somewhat nos-
talgic about our hometown, but 
many of us chose to remain here, 
to keep the light on.  Isn’t it nice 
to come home to bright lights? 

On the back page is an invest-
ment form.  Fill it out today for 
the future of Chisholm.       

efforts, the plane was placed on 
loan by the Minnesota Air Na-
tional Guard to the Minnesota 
Museum of Mining, where it has 

resided ever since.  The Museum 
graciously chose to share this bit 
of history with all those remem-
bering the Veteran’s service to 
our country. 

The American Legion Post 

The Iron Range has a long tradi-
tion of patriotism and dedication 
to the memory of those who 
have served this country.  This 
commitment to our heritage, 
spearheaded by the American 
Legion Post 247 has given 
center stage to the transfer of 
the F94C post-Korean War 
plane from the Minnesota Mu-
seum of Mining to the current 
Veterans’ Memorial at Iron-
world.  The movement of the 
plane was accomplished 
through a coordinated effort 
between Hibbing Taconite (for 
using their crane to lift the 
plane for transport), to the Kir-
scher Transport Company taking 
it to and from Duluth and the Air 
Guard for the refurbishing of the 
plane to its original appearance. 

The movement of the plane was 
a dream of Louis Novak’s in the 
late 1950’s and, through those 

hopes to expand the Veterans’ 
Memorial in the future by col-
lecting Veterans’ memorabilia 
from across the Iron Range and 
developing an artifacts display 
before so much of this rich his-
tory is lost.  They welcome do-
nations and information and may 
be contacted through the Legion 
Post or by calling Henry Brusa-
coram. 

The CCF is a proud sponsor of 
this cooperative effort by all of 
the parties involved.  Our small 
community continually demon-
strates its dedication to its citi-
zens, past, present and future, by 
working together to make Chis-
holm a unique and special place.  
Generations working side by 
side—now that’s a legacy! 

 

Chairman of the Board Report 
By Ron Gornick 

 
CCF News 

CCF Assists in F94C Move to Veteran’s Memorial 

Getting ready for the dedication of the F94C Plane 
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Listed below are some new things 
that have happened at the CCF this 
past year: 

· Our new street address is 104 
S.W. 3rd Avenue (no longer 
need to use P.O. Box 248). 

· We also have installed a drop 
box for convenience. 

· Our phone/fax number is (218) 
254-1101.  Our toll free number 
is (877) 850 9451. 

· You can access the CCF web-
site by going to 
www.chisholmcommunityfoun
dation.org and our e-mail is 
ccf@fnbcnet.com. 

· CCF created an alumni group of 
former board members who 
will serve on committees with 
the 13 existing board members. 

· Office hours are 8:30-12:30.  
Summer hours are 9:00 to 1:00. 
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Shelley Robinson Elected to CCF Board             OUR SINCERE 
               THANKS TO: 
Shelley Robinson was elected to the CCF Board at 
this year’s Annual Dinner Meeting.  Shelley is the Herb & Michelle Smart, from the  
Executive Director of the Range Center in Chisholm. Chisholm Dairy Queen, for donating an 
She taught Special Education in the 1980’s.  Shelley air conditioner for our office. 
has served on the Hibbing Chamber of Commerce  
Board since 1998.  She’s also on the Board of Directors Charlie Tomsich for making our reader 
of the Central Iron Range Initiative and serves on the boards. 
Hibbing Community College Advisory Board.  
Shelley has been involved with numerous other Stan Kuberka for updating our reader 
boards and committees over the years. Boards. 
  
The entire CCF Board welcomes Shelley and looks Dave Rappuchi for installing our drop- 
forward to working with her and sharing her box and air conditioner, putting up our 
expertise. Corporate Partner sign and for all the 
 other help he gives us throughout the 
 year. 
  
 Bill Butkovich for his help with the 
 newsletter and all throughout the year. 
    5 



 

Ron Gornick was all smiles at the Annual Dinner Meet-
ing when Jerry Samsa presented a check for $2,560 from 
the Class of 1954 in honor of their deceased classmates. 

Jim Vitali did a great job as MC of our program this year.  
Once again, he kept people laughing with the jokes he told. 

The Chisholm Community Foundation would like to extend 
our sincere thanks to the following Corporate Partners: 

Your generosity and commitment of $1,000 per year emphasizes 
your feelings toward the CCF and Chisholm. 

We truly appreciate your support! 
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In 1987, when the CCF was 
founded, who would have be-
lieved that 17 years later, a 
young boy, Quentin Sayer, son 
of Samuel & Nikki Sayer, would 
reach a new plateau because of 
so many caring investors? 

Quentin is hearing-impaired.  
The loss of his hearing was iden-
tified when he was six months 
old and, at that age, speech ther-
apy was begun.  Additionally, 
surgical procedures implanted 
three sets of ear tubes.  A new 
tube was inserted into the left ear 
and must continuously be 
checked.   At the age of 10, if it 
is possible, then surgery will be 
attempted on the right ear. 

Quentin loves school and he 
adored and respected his first 
grade teacher, Cindy Nehiba.  
Thanks to the CCF, Quentin 
looks to an audio enhancement 
system purchase by the Founda-
tion as the greatest invention 
ever made.  He can hear and 
complete his schoolwork. 

Cindy Nehiba said, “The audio 
enhancement system in my 
classroom is a great benefit to 
children with varying degrees of 
hearing loss.  It is helpful to 

other children as well.  When I 
am teaching skills or giving di-
rections, all children are able to 
hear clearly through one of the 
four speakers placed in various 
parts of the classroom.  The en-
tire class has the opportunity to 
hear regardless of where they are 
sitting.  It also helps students 
hear above any background 
noises in the classroom.” 

What is a sound-field amplifica-
tion system?  In this system, the 
teacher wears a wireless micro-
phone and his voice is broadcast 
as an FM radio signal.  A wire-
less receiver within the amplifier 
picks up the signal and plays it 
through loudspeakers for the 
entire class to hear.  Regardless 
of where the student is seated 
relative to the teacher, the entire 
class hears the amplified 
teacher’s voice. The benefits of 
this system include: 
· Attention and on-task times 

improve. 
· Behavior problems are re-

duced. 
· Children with hearing con-

cerns, often undiagnosed, 
hear significantly better. 

· Classroom stress is lowered. 
· Class interaction and partici-

pation increases. 
· Academic test scores im-

prove. 
 
Jim Varichak, Superintendent of 
the Chisholm School District, 
appreciates all the that the CCF 
has done for kids.  “The Chis-
holm School District is ex-
tremely grateful to the CCF for 
providing the funds to purchase 
this classroom amplification sys-
tem.  It benefits all students.” 
 
And what about Quentin?  He’s 
in the Dimensions Program and 
participates in sports and martial 
arts.  If a first grader can get 
straight A’s, Quentin Sayer is 
right at the top. 
 
As for the CCF, providing the 
audio enhancement system em-
phasizes the caring that erupts 
forward when community-wide 
investments energize monies for 
our schools, organizations and 
community. 

and celebrate the life of this spe-
cial woman. 

Julia was born in Chisholm in 
1904 and has lived in the same 
house for 100 years.  Needless to 
say, the house survived the great 
Chisholm fire in 1908.  Aside 
from children Dorothy & Bob, 
Julia also had a son John 
“Jackie” Papich who was killed 
in action while serving in the 
Korean War. 

Julia has been a supporter of the 
CCF from its inception.  To 
thank her for her continuous 
support of the Foundation and 
Chisholm, CCF Chairman, Ron 

The year was 1904.  Theodore 
Roosevelt was the President.  
You could buy a loaf of bread 
for four cents, a gallon of milk 
for 29 cents and a postage stamp 
for two cents.  The average in-
come was $844 a year.  And 
Julia Papich Bauer, the oldest, 
continuous investor in the CCF, 
was born. 

On June 8, 2004, Julia was hon-
ored at a 100th birthday gala 
hosted by daughter & son-in-law 
Dorothy & Cecil Bigelow of 
Mankato, son Bob, his wife and 
grandchildren.  Eighty-five 
friends and relatives were on 
hand at Valentini’s to look back 

Gornick, attended the evening 
and presented Julia with a beau-
tiful bouquet of flowers.  He also 
presented her with a gift bag 
from the Minnesota Community 
Foundation.  Mike Laurich & 
Chuck Tomsich entertained the 
crowd prior to a full course Ital-
ian dinner and “Reflections in 
Harmony” from Virginia also 
played renditions of songs from 
the past, featuring WWII num-
bers.  

The evening ended with every-
one joining in a rousing rendi-
tion of “Happy 100th Birthday” 
to Chisholm’s beloved centenar-
ian, Julia Bauer! 

Grants: CCF Makes a Difference 

Julia Papich Bauer: A Century of Living & Giving 
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Yes, I want to invest in the future of Chisholm! 
 
I hereby pledge the amount of:                          Payment: 
 
$_______________________                              _____Enclosed _____Bill me as follows 
 
 
Name_________________________________________________Class of___________ 
                                       (please include maiden name)                                                  (if applicable) 
 
Address_________________________________________________________________ 
 
City_________________________________________State__________Zip__________ 
 
Spouse________________________________________________Class of___________ 
                                  (please include maiden name)                                                 (if applicable) 
 
Phone__________________________E-Mail___________________________________ 
 
Please make checks payable to: Chisholm Community Foundation, 104 S.W. 3rd Ave., Chisholm, MN  55719 

 

LEVELS OF GIVING 
 
Arrow Up to $500 
Bluestreak $501-$750 
Ranger $751-$1,000 
Field of Dreams $1,001-$2,500 
Iron Miner $2,501-$15,000 
Silver Miner $15,001-$30,000 
Gold Miner $30,001-$50,000 
Special Recognition Over $50,000 

PLEASE INFORM US OF 
ANY ADDRESS CHANGES! 
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· City of Chisholm—$466.  Skat-
ing Club backdrop. 

Since 1998, the CCF has awarded 
70 grants for approximately 
$280,000 to worthwhile organiza-
tions and projects in our commu-
nity. 

***************************** 

CCF Mission Statement 

The CCF’s mission is to be a stew-
ard of funds for innovative & crea-
tive projects that are responsive to 
community & economic develop-
ment in the areas of social service, 
education, arts & culture, conser-
vation & historic & environmental 
preservation. 

***************************** 

The CCF is proud to announce that 
it has awarded $29,882 to the fol-
lowing organizations: 

· ISD #695—$18,250.  Audito-
rium Lighting System 

· City of Chisholm—$5,000.  
Faulty wiring at Library. 

· Angling Horizons—$3,000.  
Community service trailer. 

· ISD #695—$1,756.  Band uni-
form maintenance. 

· City of Chisholm—$1,410.  
Little league uniforms. 

CCF Grants $29,882 for 1st Half of 2004 

The CCF is hosting its 9th annual 
golf outing at the Mesaba Country 
Club in Hibbing on Monday, Au-
gust 2, 2004.  Registration begins at 
11:00 a.m. with a shotgun start at 
12:00.  Dinner to follow at Valen-
tini’s. 
 
This tournament is a great social 
event and helped to raise over 
$14,000 last year.  The money has 
helped the Foundation award grants 
of approximately $280,000 to Chis-
holm and Balkan projects since 
1998. 
 
Call 218-254-1101 to register! 

CCF Golf Tourney Set 
for August 2, 2004 
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