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The Chisholm Community 
Foundation is proud to an-
nounce that it has awarded 
$45,523 in grants in 2004.  To-
date,  the CCF has provided 
$295,458 in grant awards to 
organizations in our commu-
nity. 

One of our grant recipients was 
Iron Trail Public Access, the 
provider of public access televi-
sion for the communi-
ties of Chisholm, Buhl 
and Kinney.  They or-
ganize the local pro-
gramming of events, 
such as City Council 
meetings, school and 
athletic events, church 
services, etc. as well as 
any ads people want to 
place on TV.  Their 
grant request was for 
$2,000 for a new char-
acter generator.   This 
character generator al-
lows Lyndon He-
pokoski and the other 
volunteers at Iron Trail 
to present these events 
and ads in a more detailed and 
professional manner.  It’s also 
easier to use.  So, when you’re 
flipping through the channels 
some night, stop on Channel 7 
and you’ll see the difference 
this new character generator has 
made. 

Listed below are the other grant 
recipients for 2004: 

ISD #695—$18,250.  Audito-
rium lighting system.  This new 
system allows for the safe and 
most efficient use of the audito-
rium lights. 

ISD #695—$5,397.  Fitness 
center equipment upgrade.  The 
fitness center is used by CHS 

students and community mem-
bers.  The new equipment pur-
chased was a chest press, ab-
dominal press and pectoral 
press.  

City of Chisholm—$5,000.  
Upgrade electrical utilities at 
the Library.  The major feed to 
the Library and the distribution 
systems were not upgraded dur-
ing the renovation of the chil-

dren’s library.  This grant al-
lowed the City to supply the 
Library with the proper electri-
cal requirements. 

Angling Horizons—$3,000.  
Community service trailer.  
This grant enabled Angling 
Horizons, Kiwanis, Chamber, 
NHS & CCF members to mod-
ify a 9 x 20 enclosed trailer to 
make it suitable for use as a 
concession stand at various 
community events. 

ISD #695—$2,769.  Laptop 
computer.  The school has a 
handicapped volunteer who 
assists in all areas of technical 
support.  This purchase allows 

him the flexibility to work eve-
nings and weekends. 

CIRI—$2,500.  Sewer project.  
Assistance for Phase I of a com-
prehensive plan to explore a 
regional sanitary sewer district 
as a solution that may be most 
cost efficient for all. 

ISD #695—$1,756.  Band uni-
form maintenance.  The CHS 
marching band uniforms were 

purchased second hand 
in 1998.  This grant al-
lowed a group of dedi-
cated community volun-
teers to purchase replace-
ment parts to success-
fully alter these uni-
forms.  

Salvation Army—
$1,500.  X-mas baskets.  
The CCF provided finan-
cial assistance for X-mas 
baskets for families in 
need of food and toys. 

ISD #695—$1,475.  Ice 
machine for Phy. Ed. De-
partment.  This grant will 

allow for better treatment of 
students and athletes in the case 
of injuries. 

City of Chisholm—$1,410.  
Little league uniforms.  This 
program has been in existence 
for over 25 years and teaches 
children from the ages of 5 to 15 
the basics of baseball.  By pro-
viding this grant, the Little 
League was able to purchase 
badly needed new uniforms for 
our kids.   

City of Chisholm—$466.  Skat-
ing club backdrop.  The newly 
purchased backdrop will replace 
the one that’s been used for the 
past 12 years.  It can be used 
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*************************************************** ******************************************* 

CCF Mission Statement 

The CCF’s mission is to be a steward of funds for innovative & creative projects that are responsive to community & economic 
development in the areas of social service, education, arts & culture, conservation & historic & environmental preservation. 

*************************************************** *******************************************  

Lyndon Hepokoski of Iron Trail Public Access accepts a 
$2,000 check from CCF Treasurer Amy Rice for a new 
character generator. 



Belo Corp., EDS and DreamWorks Ani-
mation SKG.  He is a member of the 
Babson College Corporation, the Board 
of Trustees of the National Geographic 
Society and the Eisenhower Exchange 
Fellowships, the Executive Board of the 
Dallas Symphony Association and the 
boards of the Dallas Opera and the Dallas 
Center for the Performing Arts. 

Roger graduated from CHS with the 
Class of 1962.  He married his high 
school sweetheart, Rosemary Margo, 
who is also a 1962 graduate.  Enrico is a 
graduate of Babson College with a 
bachelor’s degree in finance. 

 

From a grateful community, and the 
CCF, we congratulate Roger on this 
distinct honor.  You’ve done us proud! 

Roger Enrico was inducted into the 
American Advertising Hall of Fame on 
March 15, 2005.  The Advertising Hall 
of Fame honors the extraordinary 
achievements of advertising leaders—

from their significant 
industry contribu-
tions to their per-
sonal commitments 
to society.  The other 
inductees were Tho-
mas J. Burrell, 
Chairman, Burrell 
Communications, 

Harry M. Jacobs, Chairman, The Mar-
tin Agency, and Ted Turner, Founder 
of CNN. 

Roger’s career at PepsiCo Inc. ran for 
30 years, culminating in the role of 
Chairman and CEO from 1996 to 

2001, and then Vice Chairman until his 
retirement in March 2002.  He recently 
was named Executive Chairman of 
DreamWorks Animation SKG. 

Enrico’s commitment to education is 
legendary.  In 1998, when he became 
Chairman and CEO of PepsiCo, Enrico 
worked for a salary of $1.00 per year, 
with the proviso that PepsiCo donate 
the $1 million he otherwise would have 
earned to a scholarship fund for the 
children of frontline PepsiCo employ-
ees.  As the son of an ironworker, who 
himself went to college on a scholar-
ship, he recognized the incredible im-
pact such assistance made on the edu-
cational opportunities of his employ-
ees’ families. 

Currently, Roger serves on the Boards 
of Directors of Target Corporation, 

Roger Enrico Inducted into Advertising Hall of Fame 
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DOC “MOONLIGHT” GRAHAM 
DAY AT THE METRODOME 

Wednesday, June 29, 2005 

(the exact date of Dr. Graham playing 
his only major league game with the 

New York Giants) 

Sponsored by the Minnesota Twins
(Twins vs Kansas City—12:00 noon) 

Specifics on tickets & buses are still in 
the planning stages.  Mini-reunion for 
Chisholmites on the field after the game 
is also being discussed.  If you would 
like more information regarding this 
event, please call 218-254-1101. 

Let’s show them how Chisholm does it! 

The CCF is embarking on a raffle pro-
ject.  Only 200 tickets will be sold at 
$100 each.  Prizes include: 

· Four Vikings Season Tickets for 
the 2005 Season (lower level) plus 
$150 cash—$3,600 value 

· Use of a Metrodome Suite at a 
Twins Game (for 16 people—
choose an available game) plus 
$150 cash—$1,900 value 

· Golf team of four at 2006 CCF 
Golf Outing (carts included) plus 
$100 cash 

· Cash Prizes (totaling $3,500) 

The CCF Board members (see article 
on page 7) will be selling these raffle 
tickets.  You can also call the CCF 
office at 218-254-1101, or Tom & 
Jerry’s at 218-254-9980, if you’re 
interested in purchasing tickets. 

Prize drawings will take place at Tom 
& Jerry’s on Friday, July 22, 2005 
beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Hors d’oeu-
vres will be served. 

All proceeds will go toward the CCF 
Operating Fund. 

ON SALE SOON! 

CCF Schedule of Events 
 

 

 

 

The Annual Minnesota Deer Hunters 
Association Banquet will be held at the 
Hibbing Memorial Building on 
Wednesday, October 12, 2005.  The 
MDHA has asked the CCF board mem-
bers to be the beverage servers again 
this year.  This is a great fundraiser for 
the Foundation.  The net result is ap-
proximately $3,000 that goes toward 
our operating expenses. 

The Chisholm Community Foundation 
has scheduled the following events for 
the year 2005: 

The 10th Annual Golf Outing has 
been scheduled for Monday, August 1, 

2005 at the Mesaba 
Country Club in Hibbing.  
The cost to participate is 
$75.00.  Registration is at 
11:00 a.m. with the shot 
gun start at 12:00.  As 
always, there will be nu-

merous raffles and prize drawings.  A 
dinner buffet will follow at Valentini’s.  
Letters to golfers and hole sponsors 
will be mailed shortly.  Once again, 
we’ll have an early bird registration for 
golfers and hole sponsors. 

Do You Feel Lucky? 

CCF Annual Dinner 

Wednesday, July 20, 2005 

at Valentini’s Supper Club. 
 

The 2005 18th Annual Investors 
Meeting will be exciting and 

new.  Watch the mail for your 
invitation to this year’s 

“Happening”.  
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NOTE: 
The memorial given to Lou Samsa from John & Tina Kne, listed in last fall’s newsletter, should have read from the “John 
& Tina Kne Family”.  We apologize for the misprint. 4 
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CCF board members attended the Minnesota Community Foundation’s 
Annual Fall Conference in October 2004, where Judi Dutcher, MCF 
President, presented them with a congratulatory certificate for joining 
the ranks of the $1 Million Club.  The MCF will also plant a tree wher-
ever the CCF chooses.  Pictured left to right are: Shelley Robinson, Ron 
Gornick, Judi Dutcher and Jim Vitali 



Meet Your Board Members 
Childhood Family Education Board. 

Veda Ponikvar.  Veda founded the Free 
Press and Tribune Press in Chisholm and 
was publisher and editor for 50 years.  
She is a charter member of the CCF, a 
member of the Chisholm EDA and the 
Chisholm-Hibbing Airport Authority.  
Veda is one of the founders of the Range 
Center and has served on that Board 
since 1960.  She continues to serve on 

many boards, committees and asso-
ciations throughout the Iron Range 
and Minnesota as well as nationally. 

Amy Rice.  Amy is the Treasurer of 
the CCF Advisory Board and the 
Branch Manager of American Bank 
in Chisholm.  She is on the Chis-
holm Chamber of Commerce Board 
and is the Treasurer of the Chisholm 
Kiwanis Club.  Amy is also the 
Treasurer of the Hibbing Parents 
Nursery School Board and has 
served on the Boards of the United 
Way and American Cancer Society 
for numerous years. 

Shelley Robinson.  Shelley is the 
Executive Director of the Range 
Center in Chisholm.  She has served 
on the Hibbing Chamber of Com-
merce Board since 1998.  She’s also 
on the Board of Directors of the 
Central Iron Range Initiative and 
serves on the Hibbing Community 
College Advisory Board. 

Dave Simonson.  Dave has owned 
an insurance financial planning 
agency in Hibbing for over 20 
years.  He serves on the Hospital 
Foundation Board in Hibbing. 

Tom Varichak.  Tom is co- owner 
of Tom & Jerry’s Bar in Chisholm 
and has been in business for 32 
years.  He was president of the 
Chisholm Chamber of Commerce 
for 10 years and Treasurer of the 
Minnesota License Beverage Asso-
ciation for a year. 

Jim Vitali .  Jim is a retired CEO 
and Clinic Administrator.  He was the 
Clinic Administrator of the East Range 
Clinic in Virginia, MN and the San Luis 
Medical Clinic in San Luis Obispo, CA.  
He was the CEO for Thomas-Davis 
Medical Clinics in Tucson, Phoenix and 
Green Valley, AZ.  He is a past president 
of the Minnesota Medical Group Man-
agement Association, Midwest Section of 
Medical Group Managers and Arizona 
Clinic Managers.  Jim was also a director 
on the Chisholm School Board for six 
years. 

The Chisholm Community Foundation’s 
Advisory Board is comprised of 13 mem-
bers who volunteer their time and talent 
toward making our community a better 
place to live.  The following is a little bit 
about them. 

Linda Danielson.  Linda is the Adminis-
trative Assistant to the President at the 
Northeast Higher Education District.  
She was a director on the Chisholm 
School Board for six years.  
Linda also serves as an Advi-
sory Board member for the local 
Youth Leadership program in 
Chisholm and Hibbing and is a 
member of the Business and 
Education Partnership Commit-
tee. 

Margaret Gornick.  Margaret is 
a Deposit Account Trainer at 
American Bank and has been in 
the financial industry for over 
20 years.  She is a member of 
the Chisholm Kiwanis Club, 
Financial Women International 
and also serves on the Heritage 
Manor Board of Directors.  
Margaret is also a former mem-
ber of the Hibbing Downtown 
Merchants Association.   

Ron Gornick.  Ron is the Chair-
man of the CCF Advisory 
Board.  He served the military 
in the Korean War.  He was 
Vice Chair & Chairman of the 
Metropolitan Sports Facilities 
Commission for 14 years.  He’s 
a former City Council person  
and continues to actively sup-
port Chisholm by being in-
volved in many organizations.  
Ron was also a business owner 
for over 40 years. 

Tim Johnson.  Tim is the Man-
aging Funeral Director at Rupp 
Funeral Home & Cremation 
Service in Chisholm.  He is a 
member of the Chisholm Ki-
wanis Club.  He is a past presi-
dent of the Minnesota Funeral Directors 
Association and is a candidate for the 
National Funeral Directors Association 
Policy Board at-large representative.  
Tim is also a member of the Finance 
Council at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 
in Chisholm. 

Paul Marturano.  Paul is the Vice-
Chairman of the CCF Advisory Board.  
He worked in the mining industry for 37 
years.  Paul is active in the Chisholm 
Kiwanis Club, and Knights of Columbus.  

He’s the Commander of the American 
Legion and the Coordinator of the Vet-
eran’s Memorial. 

Jaye Olson.  Jaye retired from Arrow-
head Regional Corrections as a program 
developer and case worker where she 
specialized in female offender services.  
She has had a lifetime commitment to 
community development, having served 
on the Boards of the Northland Founda-

tion, Hibbing United Way, and Minne-
sota Corrections Assoc.  Jaye is also 
very active in the Catholic church and 
currently is the volunteer manager of the 
parish gift shop. 

Alison Perry.  Alison is the Secretary of 
the CCF Advisory Board.  She is em-
ployed in the Marketing, Communica-
tions & External Affairs Division at Iron 
Range Resources.  Alison serves on the 
State Employees Combined Campaign 
Board and the Eveleth-Gilbert Early 

Pictured in the back L to R are: Margaret Gornick, Amy Rice, Ron Gor-
nick. Front: Linda Danielson, Jaye Olson, Paul Marturano.  Missing from 
picture is Veda Ponikvar 

Back row L to R: Jim Vitali, Alison Perry, Tim Johnson.  Front: Tom 
Varichak, Dave Simonson.  Missing from picture is Shelley Robinson 
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Yes, I want to invest in the future of Chisholm! 
 
I hereby pledge the amount of:                          Payment: 
 
$__________________________                         _____Enclosed _____Bill me as follows 
 
As an investment_____________     As a memorial for___________________________ 
 
 
Name_________________________________________________Class of___________ 
                                       (please include maiden name)                                                  (if applicable) 
 
Address_________________________________________________________________ 
 
City_________________________________________State__________Zip__________ 
 
Spouse________________________________________________Class of___________ 
                                  (please include maiden name)                                                 (if applicable) 
 
Phone__________________________E-Mail___________________________________ 
 
Please make checks payable to: Chisholm Community Foundation, 104 S.W. 3rd Ave., Chisholm, MN  55719 

LEVELS OF GIVING 
 
Arrow Up to $500 
Bluestreak $501-$750 
Ranger $751-$1,000 
Field of Dreams $1,001-$2,500 
Iron Miner $2,501-$15,000 
Silver Miner $15,001-$30,000 
Gold Miner $30,001-$50,000 
Special Recognition Over $50,000 

PLEASE INFORM US OF 
ANY ADDRESS CHANGES! 
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The Chisholm Community Foun-
dation would like to extend our 
sincere thanks to our Corporate 
Partners. 
 
Your generosity and commitment 
of $1,000 per year emphasizes 
your feelings toward the CCF and 
Chisholm. 

 
We truly appreciate your support! 


