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At this year’s Annual Investor 
Dinner Meeting, Ron Gornick 
graciously accepted a $50,000 
investment from Carla Macyn-
ski, on behalf of 
her brother, 
Philip Falcone.   

With this 
$50,000, Philip 
established one 
of the first 
“Family of 
Funds” within 
the Chisholm 
Community 
Foundation.  The 
purpose of the 
Philip Falcone 
Family Fund 
includes support-
ing the mission 
of the CCF and 
charitable pur-
poses in the 
Chisholm area. 

Philip was born in 1962 to 
Henry and Caroline Falcone.  
The youngest of nine siblings, 
Philip graduated in 1980 from 
Chisholm High School and 
went on to receive a degree 
from Harvard in 1984.  He also 

played hockey at Harvard and 
then skated professionally in 
Sweden.  Philip had a success-
ful career on Wall Street as a 

junk bond trader and five years 
ago, he joined with the Harbert 
Management Corporation to 
start the Harbert Distressed 
Investment Fund where he is 
currently the Senior Managing 
Director. 

In her presentation at the annual 
dinner meeting, Carla stated that 
“growing up in Chisholm is one 
thing Philip wouldn’t trade for 

the world.”  He still has 
many close relationships 
with family, friends and 
classmates.  Philip grew up 
playing hockey in Chisholm 
and not only did he form 
lifelong bonds with his 
teammates, but also has 
many friendships throughout 
the Iron Range.  Philip has 
never forgotten where he 
came from and he believes 
that, had he grown up differ-
ently, he wouldn’t be where 
he is today.  Starting this 
Family of Funds is his way 
of saying “thank you”.  

Philip resides in New York 
City with his wife, Lisa and 
their twin daughters, Liliana 

and Carolina. 

The Chisholm Community 
Foundation and the community 
of Chisholm would like to ex-
tend our sincere thanks to you, 
Philip.  Your generosity will 
benefit our town and your sup-
port of the CCF and Chisholm 
is truly appreciated! 

New Board Members 2 

Better Than Ever For You 2 

Investors/ Memorials 3-6 

Annual Dinner 7 

Investment Form 8 

Corporate Partners 8 

  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

ADVISORY BOARD 
 

Ron Gornick, Chair 
Term ends 2008 

 
Paul Marturano, Vice Chair 

Term ends 2006 
 

Alison Perry, Secretary 
Term ends 2007 

 
Amy Rice, Treasurer 

Term ends 2006 
 

Margaret Gornick 
Term ends 2007 

 
Karen Heck 

Term ends 2008 
 

David Hohl 
Term ends 2008 

 
Tim Johnson 

Term ends 2007 
 

Tim Larson 
Term ends 2008 

 
Jaye Olson 

Term ends 2006 
 

Veda Ponikvar 
Emeritus 

 
Tom Varichak 

Term ends 2008 
 

Jim Vitali 
Term ends 2006 

“There’s No Place Like Home” 

*************************************************** ******************************************* 

CCF Mission Statement 

The CCF’s mission is to be a steward of funds for innovative & creative projects that are responsive to community & economic 
development in the areas of social service, education, arts & culture, conservation & historic & environmental preservation. 

*************************************************** *******************************************  

Pictured L to R are members of Philip’s family: Lisa Howard, 
Santa Falcone Williamson, Carolyn Zaitz Falcone, Carla Falcone 
Macynski and Peggy Falcone Clayton.  Tribune Press photo by 
Marie Tolonen. 

What is a “Family of Funds”? 

If you would like more infor-
mation about creating a 
“Family of Funds, please call 
the CCF office at 218-254-
1101.  (Examples of these funds 
are highlighted in this newslet-
ter: the Philip Falcone Family 
Fund, the Mayme and Rudy 
Gazvoda Family Fund and the 
Chisholm Public School Fund.) 

Family of Funds are separate 
agreements made with an exist-
ing foundation, such as the CCF 
or the Minnesota Community 
Foundation, and are created for 
the purpose and goal of the do-
nor(s).  These funds often illus-
trate affection for and commit-
ment to a community or as an 

opportunity to honor or memo-
rialize a family member, friend 
or special interest.  A Family 
Fund can be managed by a des-
ignated group or individual or 
by an existing affiliated founda-
tion.  The donor defines the 
fund name, purpose, distribu-
tion and advisors. 



Karen Heck is a 1973 Chisholm High 
School graduate.  She obtained a BA 
degree in chemistry from Hamline Uni-
versity and 
continued 
her studies 
at the Uni-
versity of 
Minnesota 
School of 
Dentistry.  
From 1981 
to 1984, 
Karen prac-
ticed den-
tistry at 
Midwest Dental Care in LaCrosse, Wis-
consin.  In July 1984, she and her hus-
band Michael, also a 1973 Chisholm 
graduate, moved back to Chisholm and 
she began practicing with her father-in-
law, Dr. Frank Heck.  Karen’s fields of 
interest include periodontics and cos-
metic dentistry.  Karen has two children.  
Her son, Chris is a sophomore at the Uni-
versity of St. Thomas and her daughter, 
Laura, is a senior in high school.  In her 
spare time, Karen enjoys golfing, sewing, 
reading, boating and spending time with 
her family. 

Meet Your New Board Members 
David Hohl was raised in Princeton, 
Minnesota and moved to Missouri where 
he graduated from high school.  He at-
tended 
Missouri 
Southern 
State Col-
lege for 
two years 
then 
moved to 
Spring-
field, Mis-
souri and 
attended 
and gradu-
ated from Respiratory Therapy School.  
He and his wife Denise moved to 
Hibbing in 1979.  He began working at 
the Hibbing Hospital as the Assistant 
Director of Respiratory Therapy and a 
few years later became the Director.  In 
1990, David became the Executive Di-
rector of Healthline, Inc. and went on to 
complete a Bachelors Degree in Busi-
ness Administration from Bemidji State 
University.  He plans to begin work on 
his Masters Degree after the first of the 
year.  He is currently the Administrator 
of Community Programs at Fairview 
University Medical Center—Mesabi in 
Hibbing.  David has two children: Erik, 
who is in his fourth year at UMD and 
Shannon, a sophomore at St. Scholastica.  
David loves to hunt and fish and spend 
as much time outdoors as possible. 

The CCF held three major fundraisers 
this year.  The first was the Vikings Sea-
son Tickets and cash raffle.  The drawing 
was held at Tom & Jerry’s on July 22nd.  
First prize was the Vikings Season Tick-
ets and Tony & Joe Marturano were the 
lucky winners.  Chet Tomassoni won 
second prize, which was the use of a 
Metrodome Suite for a Twins game.  
And Collin and Carson Howard won 
$1,000 in cash for third prize.  This event 
raised approximately $12,000 for the 
CCF. 

The second and most profitable fund-
raiser was our annual golf outing on Au-
gust 2nd.  It was a blistering hot day on 
the links at the Mesaba Country Club, 
but everyone had a good time.  The win-
ning team from Minnesota Industries 
consisted of Dan Bergen, Tony Mar-
turano, Mike Swanger & Brian Warner.  
The annual golf outing brought in 
roughly $17,000. 

The last fundraiser was in October at the 
Annual Minnesota Deer Hunters Banquet 
where the CCF served beverages.  This 
was a fun evening for everyone involved 
and it helped to raise almost $3,000.  All 
of the proceeds from these fundraisers go 
toward our operating expenses. 

During the past year, the CCF Advisory 
Board consulted a media specialist about 
how to refine our message and reach out 
to existing and potential investors.  As 
the role of government services shrinks 
and our population base remains static, 
the Board felt it was imperative to con-
tinue to educate everyone about the im-
portance of a solid endowment through 
the CCF for the future needs of the local 
community. 

As community foundations spread across 
the country, the main theme is to assist 
communities to grow from within, rather 
than looking outside themselves.  Tough 
questions need to be explored.  Will our 
schools have to close?  What will happen 
to the arts, sports, and extracurricular 
activities?  What services do our seniors 
need?  How do the less fortunate make 
their lives better?  How do we unite to-
gether to stay vital and have a meaning-
ful and quality way of life? 

Small communities MUST find new 
ways to grow and thrive and that is why 
we have adopted our theme.  WE as a 
Board challenge YOU as investors to 
help us bring this message of a brighter 
future.  We as a Board promise to listen 
to the community voices, to shelter your 
investments wisely and to always work 
to be BETTER THAN EVER… FOR 
EVERYONE! 

So please, stand with us and help us 
meet the needs and dreams of your fam-
ily and friends.  As the CCF endowment 
grows, the windows can open wider and 
the choices can be greater.  As we return 
these dollars to the community, we know 
that Chisholm’s very soul will just keep 
getting stronger.  The tomorrow we all 
dreamed about has become today and the 
final question becomes “Will we make 
our hometown and our world better?”  

Tim Larson is a native of the Iron Range 
having grown up in Biwabik, Minnesota.  
He graduated from UMD with a degree 
in Business Administration.  Tim is a co-
owner of 
Northern 
Habilitative 
Services 
and  NHS-
Northstar 
Specialized 
Services of 
Chisholm, a 
provider of 
residential 
services to 
individuals having intellectual disabili-
ties.  Tim’s wife, Kathy, is also em-
ployed at NHS in the accounting depart-
ment.   Tim has two children, Melissa 
and Eric, who are both Chisholm gradu-
ates.  Melissa is currently enrolled at 
UMD and is majoring in medicine.  Eric 
also attends UMD and is majoring in 
sociology.  Tim’s hobbies include gar-
dening, traveling, spending time at the 
lake, studying the weather, canoeing and 
spending time with family and friends. 

“Better than Ever...For You!”  
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Annual Dinner Celebrates “School Days” 

Gornick talked about various 
fundraisers that the Board was 
engaged in, including the An-
nual Golf Outing, the Vikings 
Football Season Tickets and 
cash raffle which was held in 
conjunction with the Chamber 
of Commerce and the bever-
age service at the Minnesota 
Deer Hunters’ Banquet.  He 
explained that all of these are 
conducted to fund the office 
and administration expenses so 
that the principle funds in-
vested by the members are not 
touched. 

Paul Marturano proudly an-
nounced that the total amount 
of grants-to-date were 
$346,222 and this year’s 

grants were announced and recipient 
organizations were represented at the 
dinner meeting. 

Judi Dutcher, President of the Minne-
sota Community Foundation, which 
manages the funds for the CCF, 
touted  the Chisholm Community 
Foundation and its success in her ad-
dress to the attendees. 

Karen Heck, David Hohl and 
Tim Larson were introduced 
as newly elected board mem-
bers.  Outgoing members 
Linda Danielson and  Dave 
Simonson were thanked for 
their years of service and Veda 
Ponikvar, who has been a 
board member since the Foun-
dation began, was awarded 
Emeritus status and a certifi-
cate of merit for her years of 
work and undying loyalty to 
the organization. 

The Annual Meeting of the 
Chisholm Community Foun-
dation Investors was held at 
Valentini’s Supper Club on 
Wednesday, July 20, 2005.  
The members who attended 
were treated to a night of en-
tertainment, information and 
surprises.  The theme of this 
year’s meeting,  “School 
Days,” focused on the great 
education that Chisholm 
graduates received from the 
local school system. 

To highlight this, the Foun-
dation presented a surprise 
check to Jim Varichak, Chis-
holm’s School Superinten-
dent, in the amount of 
$10,000 to create a new Fam-
ily of Funds.  This fund is earmarked 
specifically to aid in the development 
of the intellectual, vocational, physi-
cal, creative, cultural and social capa-
bilities of students in Chisholm.  
Anyone is invited to add to this fund.  
As a token of appreciation, Mr. 
Varichak presented the CCF with a 
cabinet of maps and historical data 
(circa 1935).  Jaye Olson, who was 
the Chair of the annual din-
ner meeting committee, auc-
tioned these maps off at the 
end of the night and a suc-
cessful bid of $1,000 was 
made by Veda Ponikvar.  
This was one of the many 
surprises that occurred 
throughout the evening. 

Carla Falcone Macynski, rep-
resenting the Falcone Family, 
made a special presentation 
of $50,000 on behalf of her 
brother Philip Falcone, which 
will be the Philip Falcone 
Family Fund within the Chis-
holm Community Founda-
tion. 

Ron Gornick, Chairman of the Advi-
sory Board, presented his annual re-
port to the investors which included 
an announcement that the late 
Mayme Gazvoda had left a generous 
amount to the Foundation.  Several 
of her relatives added to that amount 
and the Mayme and Rudy Gazvoda 
Family Fund was established with 
$12,000. 
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Jaye Olson presented Superintendent Jim Varichak with a check for 
$10,000 from the CCF to start the Chisholm Public School Fund.  
Tribune Press photo by Marie Tolonen. 

Pictured L to R are Tom Techar, Mary Sue Techar, Ann Techar & 
Rudy Techar, relatives of Mayme & Rudy Gazvoda.  The Chisholm 
Community Foundation would like to extend its sincere gratitude to 
all of Mayme’s & Rudy’s relatives who chose to start the first Family 
of Funds in the CCF.   Your support is greatly appreciated. 



Yes, I want to invest in the future of Chisholm! 
 
I hereby pledge the amount of:                          Payment: 
 
$__________________________                         _____Enclosed _____Bill me as follows 
 
As an investment_____________     As a memorial for___________________________ 
 
 
Name_________________________________________________Class of___________ 
                                       (please include maiden name)                                                  (if applicable) 
 
Address_________________________________________________________________ 
 
City_________________________________________State__________Zip__________ 
 
Spouse________________________________________________Class of___________ 
                                  (please include maiden name)                                                 (if applicable) 
 
Phone__________________________E-Mail___________________________________ 
 
Please make checks payable to: Chisholm Community Foundation, 104 S.W. 3rd Ave., Chisholm, MN  55719 

LEVELS OF GIVING 
 
Arrow Up to $500 
Bluestreak $501-$750 
Ranger $751-$1,000 
Field of Dreams $1,001-$2,500 
Iron Miner $2,501-$15,000 
Silver Miner $15,001-$30,000 
Gold Miner $30,001-$50,000 
Special Recognition Over $50,000 

PLEASE INFORM US OF 
ANY ADDRESS CHANGES! 
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The Chisholm Community Foun-
dation would like to extend our 
sincere thanks to our Corporate 
Partners. 
 
Your generosity and commitment 
of $1,000 per year emphasizes 
your feelings toward the CCF and 
Chisholm. 

 
We truly appreciate your support! 


